Corneliu Codreanu and General Cantacuzino are both well
and the anti-Jewish Iron Guard is going strong. Both they and
it are passionately fond of Mussolini, Hitler and Franco. Since
they are able to remove with impunity people they dislike, up
to Prime Ministers, they must presumably have protection in
high places, and echo answers why? The Iron Guard sent some
volunteers to Franco and one or two of them were killed and
were given a great all-Fascist funeral in Bucharest, with the
German and Italian Ministers present. King Carol, it is said,
privily watched the scene from a curtained window not far
away.

As things are moving in Europe, the Iron Guard is worth
watching. In December 1937 it gained heavily at the elections,
and King Carol did exactly what Hindenburg did in Germany
in 1932: he tried to wear down the Iron Guard, as Hindenburg
tried to wear down Hitler, by appointing as Prime Minister
a politician of moderate pro-Italian, pro-German, anti-
Jewish views, who would steal the Iron Guard's thunder by
doing a few of the things it demanded. Octavian Goga,
a poet-politician, was his Papen and within six weeks, the
victim of half measures, he had withdrawn to the Riviera to
recuperate. Papen at least had the satisfaction of over-
whelming defeat at two elections; Goga didn't even get as
far as his first one, since the protests of the American, British
and French Governments against his anti-Jewish measures had
shown Carol that a small country like Rumania cannot easily
do even a tithe of the things that Germany did. And then
Carol formed a Cabinet of National Union, comprising half a
dozen Elder Statesmen who detested each other, headed
by the venerable Patriarch Miron Cristea of the Rumanian
Church. The end of the Rumanian experiment is still in
the melting-pot.
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